JOURNALS OF THE ANTECEDENT REGIMENTS
In late 1877 when the Adjutant
of the 2nd Battalion East
Lancashire Regiment was
putting together the first edition
of the “Sentinel” in his office at
Dagshai, India he could never
have imagined his journal was
the forerunner of over 1150
others which 135 years later
would be photographed, have
the words analysed by
computer and converted into
portable document format (pdf)
so that the host of soldiers and
events contained therein could
be made known to the world.
The journals are part of the unique collection held by the museum. They can now be easily
searched by family researchers, historians and others alike. A few examples have been
randomly selected from the journals to illustrate what they contain.
The Sentinel was discontinued at the end of 1878 when the Battalion went to war in
Afghanistan and when it recommenced in 1883 in the title it had the “Lilywhites Gazette”.
The April 1885 Edition remembered the sinking of the “Sea Horse” on 30thJanuary 1816 in
Tramore Bay with large loss of life and on the same page had reminiscences from the
Afghan war.

The journals contain a wealth of information about individual soldiers regarding their
appointment, promotion, movement and sporting activities. Here are 2 examples, firstly from
the Lancashire Lad of September 1892

And the South Lancashire Regimental Chronicle of January 1926

They also include many obituaries of officers and other ranks which can be very informative.

The Journals contain significant
accounts of actions in WW1. An
example is the part played by the 1st
Battalion East Lancashire Regiment in
the Retreat from Mons during late
August and early September 1914.

The first edition of the
South Lancashire
Regimental Chronicle after
WW2 contains a short
account of their action and
losses on D-Day in WW2.

These are just a few examples of what the journals contain between 1878 and the immediate
period after WW2. The journals from 1950 onwards cover similarly the soldiers, activities
and conflicts of the last half of the 20th Century together with the mergers of the East, South
and Loyal North Lancashire Regiments to eventually form the Queen’s Lancashire Regiment
in March 1970.
Following scanning and optical character recognition the journals have been converted into
searchable (.pdf) files enabling searches to be made of the information they contain. The
journals have been placed on DVDs as follows:
DVD
1
2
3
4
5
6

Regiment
East Lancashire
East Lancashire
South Lancashire
East, South & Lancashire
Loyal North Lancashire
Loyal North Lancashire

Period Covered
1878 to WW1
WW1 to start WW2
WW1 to start WW2
WW2 to 1970
1885 to start WW2
WW2 to1970

DVDs can be purchased from the Museum priced at £15 each, £40 for three or £75 for
the full set of six.
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